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Request for Information
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High-Inventory Counter-Air Weapon
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
Tactical Technology Office

Responses due 22 April 2026, by 4:00 PM Eastern Time (ET).

This Request for Information (RFI) from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA)’s Tactical Technology Office (TTO) seeks to gain understanding of the U.S.
industry and supplier base that could support rapid manufacturing of less expensive counter-
air capabilities at greater scale.

Responses to this RFI will be used to inform DARPA TTO programs on emerging
technologies and suppliers that could aid in developing producible weapons at notably higher
volumes and speeds much more affordably.

Intellectual or other privileged or proprietary information contained in responses to this RFI
will not be distributed outside of the U.S. Government. In the event that a new DARPA
program is developed in response to this RFI and a solicitation is issued, no intellectual or
other proprietary information received in response to this RFI will be divulged to agencies
outside the U.S. Government.

BACKGROUND:

To accelerate current weapons development timelines, DARPA is considering an
alternative development paradigm to increase the nation’s magazine depth and breadth.
Rather than starting with complex, high-end systems that are typically large, expensive,
exquisite, and few, a new approach prioritizes design for manufacturing at speed and
scale. The goal is to produce large quantities of capabilities that are smaller, smarter, and
significantly more affordable—designed for high-volume manufacturing.

DESCRIPTION:

This RFI seeks information on counter-air weapon system integrators with the capability
to conduct state-of-the-art design iteration, rapid prototyping, and manufacturing of missiles,
leveraging readily available parts and various subsystems. The weapon may be carried by
airborne platforms or may be delivered across domains, as is the case with some existing
counter-air capabilities. This RFI will also be used to identify industry partner capability for
fully developing, integrating, and testing a counter-air prototype weapon that can be
manufactured rapidly at scale.
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REQUESTED INFORMATION:

Responses must address all of the following technical areas:

1.

Capability to conduct integrated effector design, manufacturing, and test as well
as effector performance and engagement analysis. The integrator will be
responsible for overall weapon prototype development through rapid design and
test iteration and must substantiate the traceability of the design to rapid weapons
manufacturing approaches.

Capability to conduct cost and manufacturing planning and analysis for a
productionized version of a designed-for-manufacturing prototype weapon.
Capability to develop missile models to be provided to third parties for
operational analysis.

SUBMISSION FORMAT:

Attachment 2 contains a format template for responses to this RFI.

General Guidelines:

Respondents to this special notice are encouraged to be as succinct as possible,
while also providing actionable insight.

All submissions must be written in English.

White papers shall not exceed seven (7) single-sided written pages using 11-point
font with 1”” margins all around. Font no smaller than 10-point may be used for
figures, tables, and charts.

Electronic submittal shall be in Microsoft Word or PDF format.

All documents submitted must be clearly labeled with the DARPA special notice
number (DARPA-SN-26-44), respondent organization, and white paper title.

To the maximum extent possible, respondents are encouraged to send non-
proprietary information.

o Respondents are responsible for clearly identifying proprietary
information. Submissions containing proprietary information must have
the cover page and each page containing such information clearly marked
with a label such as “Proprietary” or “Company Proprietary.” NOTE:
“Confidential” is a classification marking used to control the
dissemination of U.S. Government National Security Information as
dictated in Executive Order 13526 and should not be used to identify
proprietary business information.

Do not include elaborate brochures or marketing materials; only include
information relevant to the areas identified above.

Use of a diagram(s) or figure(s) to depict the essence of the response is permitted
and counted towards page count.
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e Send unclassified submissions to DARPA-SN-26-44(@darpa.mil. DO NOT
SUBMIT CLASSIFIED INFORMATION TO THIS ADDRESS. Please see
Attachment 1 - Security to this notice for instructions on submitting classified
information.

e Submissions must be received no later than 4:00 PM ET, 22 April, 2026.
Submissions sent through other mediums, channels, or after the prescribed
deadline will not be considered. Early responses are encouraged.

All white papers shall contain the following sections which are included in the page
count:

A. Cover Sheet. Provide the following information:

a. Response Title

b. Technical point of contact name, organization, telephone number and
email address (The contact information should include the respondent’s
technical and/or administrative points of contact (names, addresses, phone
numbers, fax numbers, and e-mail addresses) to enable potential
clarification discussions. Identify your primary work location as
appropriate.

c. Indicate classification level of response (e.g., Unclassified, Unclassified/
Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI), Secret Collateral).

d. Submissions must include company Commercial and Government entity
(CAGE) Code, Facility Clearance status/level, and document safeguarding
level.

B. Technical Description. Graphics within the technical descriptions are encouraged
to the extent that they aid in succinctly describing the concepts.

C. Graphic Overview Slide. If desired, include a single PowerPoint slide that
graphically depicts the main ideas of the response.

D. Bibliography/References

All technical and administrative correspondence and questions regarding this
announcement and how to respond to this RFI should be sent to DARPA-SN-26-
44(@darpa.mil. E-mails pertaining to this RFI that are sent directly to individual DARPA
Program Managers will not receive a response. No telephone inquiries will be accepted.

NOTE: DARPA may conduct individual discussions with respondents as necessary to
gain a full understanding of the technical and partnership models submitted. DARPA will
contact respondents individually via e-mail.
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ELIGIBILITY

DARPA invites white paper submissions from all those engaged in related research
activities and appreciates responses from all capable and qualified sources, including, but
not limited to, universities, University-Affiliated Research Centers (UARCs) and
Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs), private or public
companies, and Government research laboratories.

DISCLAIMERS AND IMPORTANT NOTES:

e This is an RFI issued solely for information and new program planning purposes;
it does not constitute a formal solicitation for proposals. In accordance with
Federal Acquisition Regulation 15.201(e), responses to this RFI are not offers and
cannot be accepted by the Government as such.

e Responses do not bind DARPA to any further actions related to this topic,
including requesting follow-on proposals from respondents to this RFI.

e Submission is voluntary and is not required to propose to a subsequent solicitation
(if any) on this topic.

e DARPA will not provide reimbursement for costs incurred in responding to this
RFL

e Respondents are advised that DARPA is under no obligation to acknowledge
receipt of the information received or provide feedback to respondents with
respect to any information submitted under this RFI.

e DARPA will disclose submission contents only for the purpose of review.
Submissions may be reviewed by the Government (DARPA and other
Government partners), FFRDCs, and Scientific, Engineering and Technical
Assistance (SETA) support contractors bound by appropriate non-disclosure
agreements.

Point of Contact:
DARPA/TTO
DARPA-SN-26-44(@darpa.mil
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