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FLIGHT VERIFICATION VIDEO GUIDELINES
DARPA is seeking video evidence and information that indicates your level of progress. This data will be used to evaluate submissions for eligibility to compete in the August competition (see Section 1.9 of Draft Rules). Please compile and submit the video via your Team Portal no later than at 5PM EDT on May 15, 2026. Early submissions are welcome and teams may submit updated videos as needed up until 5 PM EDT on May 15, 2026. 
1. Video of Flight Tests
We recognize the immense challenge of developing a revolutionary UAS on this accelerated timeline and that all the requested information may not be available. This challenge is primarily focused on innovation, and the goal of this video is to document your aircraft’s build progress and flight test to date.  
Verification Video (No More Than 4 Minutes)
We will use this to monitor the progress of your aircraft's configuration, weight, and flight performance. At this stage, we hope to see a fully assembled aircraft, surrogate test prototype, or bench testing of critical components. The following are examples of relevant evidence:
· Part A: Bench Testing of Critical Component
1. Showing the critical component to be tested and briefly describing the purpose of the test.
2. Showing the bench testing of the critical component and narrating the test and its results in the video. 
3. Detail the traceability of all surrogate components to their corresponding final aircraft components.
· Part B: Pre-Flight Weigh-In
1. Showing a complete aircraft on a calibrated digital scale and a clear, readable closeup of the weight measurement.
2. If flying with a payload (preferable), show the designated payload on the same scale and show a clear, readable closeup of the weight measurement. The payload does not have to be the same weight you plan to use at the Challenge Event.
3. Show the payload attachment mechanism to the aircraft in its flight configuration. 
· Part C: The Flight (Single, Unedited Take, No more than 2 minutes)
1. Show the aircraft lift to hover.
2. Capture the transition to forward flight or test sequence from a fixed ground position. The aircraft should remain in the frame for the duration of the flight. The flight duration does not have to cover the same distance as the Challenge Event. 
3. If possible, capture a 180-degree turn (representative of what will occur during the Challenge Event) in flight (any altitude).
4. Capture the aircraft's landing.
· Part D: Post-Flight Confirmation
1. Capture how the payload will be unloaded (show safe operations if done manually).
2. Approach the landed aircraft and show that the payload is still securely attached.
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